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Bobby Walkup and Judith Shores were sworn into 
office today. Walkup now presently holds the posi-
tion of our Iowa Tribal Chairman for a two year 
term. Shores is also now serving as tribal Treasur-
er, also a two year term. Both members have 
served as part of the business committee in the 
past. As a tribe we 
would like to take this 
opportunity to say wel-
come once again Bob-
by and Judith! 

“The Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 
is organized under the Oklaho-
ma Indian Welfare Act, which 
authorized the adopƟon of a 
tribal consƟtuƟon, by-laws, 
and a Business CommiƩee. 
This governing body consists 
of five elected officials, each 
serving two year terms: Chair-
man, Vice Chairman, Treasur-
er, Secretary, and Councilperson. ElecƟons are held on the 
first Saturday in June. ElecƟon for the Chairman, Treasurer, 
and Grievance CommiƩee (3 posiƟons) are conducted in odd-
numbered years, while the posiƟons of Vice Chairman, Secre-
tary, and Councilperson are elected in even-numbered years. 
The tribe operates under an elecƟon ordinance which pro-
vides the guidelines for conducƟng elecƟons”  

Installment 

Of Newly 
Elected 

Officials 

2015 

CongratulaƟons! 
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Bah‐Kho‐Je Journal 

The Bah-Kho-Je Journal is an 

official publicaƟon of the Iowa 

Tribe of Oklahoma. 

LeƩers to the editor and guest 

columns published in the Jour-

nal are the opinions of the writ-

ers and do not necessarily re-

flect the opinions of the Bah-

Kho-Je Journal or any elected 

official, administraƟon, or de-

partment of the Iowa Tribe of 

Oklahoma. 

Reprint permission is granted, 

with proper credit to the Bah-

Kho-Je News, unless other cop-

yrights are shown. ArƟcles and 

leƩers may be delivered or 

emailed to  

shmiller@iowanaƟon.org 

*Tribal members should noƟfy 

name and address changes. 

NewsleƩer Editor 

Shayla Miller  

Editor Assistant 

Casie Lester 

 

 

 

Tribal Officials 

Chairman 

Bobby Walkup 

Treasurer 

Judith Shores 

Secretary 

Chalis Cox 

Council Person 

Eagleboy McClellan 
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Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 

Newest Employees 

Ephraim Kelley, Social Services Director  

is an enrolled member of the Kiowa Tribe.  

I was raised in Anadarko, OK. I graduated from River-
side Indian School in 2006. And then graduated from 

the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma in 
Chickasha, OK in 2012. I worked with the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho Tribes since 2008, two years in Indian 
Child Welfare as a tribal and state caseworker. And 

one year as the Child ProtecƟon Worker. I also 
have addiƟonal years working in the educaƟon de-
partment, State Tribal EducaƟonal Partnership Pro-
gram in Indian country, working alongside the pub-
lic schools and state department as an advocate/
liaison for public schools as well as for the NaƟve 
American families and students that aƩend the 
public schools. I currently live in Bethany, OK.  

My name is Terra Houska (pronounced Who-SKA), OES Direc‐

tor.  I am Oglala Lakota originally from Rapid City, SD.  I am a 
graduate from Haskell Indian NaƟons University with a bache-
lor’s in Environmental Science with an emphasis in Wildlife Biol-
ogy.  I spent 10 years with the US Forest Service before I decid-
ed I needed a change and wanted to work for the tribes.  I am 
excited to be working here in warm Oklahoma and with the Io-
wa people.  I have two wild and crazy boys that keep me busy 
when I am not at work.  I also enjoy beading and dancing Wom-
an’s Northern Cloth in my free Ɵme  

LaRenda Morgan, 
Tribal Administrator 
Ih Pivii Shiv! 

My name is LaRenda Mor-
gan. I am enrolled with the 
Cheyenne Arapaho Tribes of 
Oklahoma and also descendent of the Otoe-Missouria 
Tribe. I have previously worked for IHS, State of Oklaho-
ma and the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma. I 
have completed a Bachelors of Arts emphasis in Social 
Science and Masters of Human RelaƟons in OrganizaƟon-
al Development and Leadership from the University of 
Oklahoma in Norman Oklahoma. My professional work 
also includes being an advocate for American Indian peo-
ple in the areas of Social Services, Indian Child Welfare 
and Mental Health. For my work in this area and tribal 
government,  I was named a 2013 NCAIED NaƟve Ameri-
can “40 under 40” Leadership Award Recipient.  I have 
execuƟve management, tribal government, grants, and 
budgets, federal, state and tribal programs experience. 

I am married to Victor Morgan, (Pawnee) and we 
have two children Victor Morgan Jr and Raven Mor-
gan. We have a new grandson Leighton “Beaver” 
Morgan. I am loving my posiƟon with the Iowa Tribe 
and am here to serve the people of the Tribe. If you 
have any quesƟons, concerns, please feel free to 
contact my office, my door is open!  

Hau Mitakuyapi, hello relaƟves, it is an 

honor to have been recently hired as a 

grant writer for the Iowa NaƟon!  My 

name is SleepyEye LaFromboise and 

come from the Dakota & Seneca people.  

My wife of twenty plus years is mostly 

Sac & Fox/Shawnee and we have raised 

our two children in the Oklahoma area 

all this Ɵme.  I received my educaƟon 

from Haskell Indian NaƟons University 

and the University of Oklahoma and 

nearly all my working experience with grants comes from serving 

tribal governments or non-profit organizaƟons.   I was raised on 

both of my reservaƟons and was taught to serve the people.  I take 

great pride in serving our Creator to help beƩer our communiƟes 

through ceremonies and  various organizaƟons.  I look forward to 

learning more about the Bah Kho Je people and will make the very 

best effort to strengthen the naƟon as a whole. Please feel free to 

share ideas, concerns, or goals anyƟme.  Pidamaya/Nyaweh.  Thank 

you. 
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Update: 

Tribal members are now  

eligible to receive 30 eagle feathers  & a per-
mit through the Bah-Kho-Je Xla Chi Grey 
Snow Eagle House. 

Feathers are to be picked up at the Tribal Police Department. 

 

We will also be celebrating a 10 Year Anniversary 
soon! 

Halito! My name is Casie Renee Lester. I am 

Oklahoma Choctaw and adopted into the Osage 
Deer Clan.  My Indian name is Wah-zha-zhi Mi-
tse-xi. My husband, Son Supernaw and I live in 
Oklahoma City with our two boys, Nashoba and 
Tashka.  We are members of the NaƟve Ameri-
can Church. I enjoy beading and dancing south-
ern cloth. I would like to thank the Business 
CommiƩee for this opportunity and honor of 

serving the Ioway people as the Assistant to the 
Tribal Administrator. Yakoke! 

My name is Aaron Moss. I’m a Cherokee, a Chris-

Ɵan, a husband, and father of 4. I’m the IT Director for 

the Iowa Tribe, and I have been working in IT for over 

10 years. I enjoy music, movies, IT, security, and natu-

rally, my kids. I was the IT Manager for the Pawnee 

NaƟon for the last 2 ½ years, and before that I was the 

Helpdesk Tech for the Iowa Tribe. It’s good to be back. 

Maizey Ray McIntosh, Daughter of 
Chalis Cox & Gerald McIntosh 

CongratulaƟons! 
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Iowa-Thursday 12:30 to 3     

Cimarron - Friday’s 10 to 1:oopm 
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With all my love,  

 

I would like to thank the Iowa Tribe of 
Oklahoma for the acƟviƟes at this year’s Pow-
Wow. It helped me pay my loving respects and 
to honor my wife’s passing. I mourn the pass-
ing of my love, Dollee Sharp and was able to 
pay homage during this Ɵme. With her com-
peƟƟve spirit and my desire to honor her.  We 
together won 1st in single horseshoes and 3rd 
in Doubles division in her honor.  I would also 
like to say, Thank you for everything the Ioway 
people has done for our family. God Bless the 
Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma. 

 

Sincerely, 

David Sharp 

jx ãÉâÄw Ä|~x àÉ xåàxÇw ÉâÜ à{tÇ~á tÇw zÜtà|àâwx  

yÉÜ à{x xåàxÇw|Çz ÑÜtçxÜá? yÄÉãxÜá? vtÜwá tÇw à{Éâz{àá 
wâÜ|Çz 

ÉâÜ à|Åx Éy Çxxw tá ãx ÅÉâÜÇ à{x ÄÉáá Éy ÉâÜ ã|yx? ÅÉà{@
xÜ? á|áàxÜ? 

zÜtÇwÅÉà{xÜ tÇw yÜ|xÇwA 

ZÉw UÄxáá? 

 

g{x ytÅ|Äç Éy WÉÄÄxx f{tÜÑ 
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Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 

Job Openings 

 Community Health Repre-
sentaƟve 

 Family PracƟce Physician 

 Fire Chief 

 Health InformaƟon Sys-
tems Support 

 Human Resources General-
ist 

 Infant/Toddler Teacher 

 Junior Network Administra-
tor 

 Nurse PracƟƟoner/
Physician Assistant 

 Part Time Assistant Teach-
er (Floater) 

 Part Time Human Re-
sources Assistant 

 Surveillance Assistant Di-
rector 

 Surveillance Officer I 

Cimarron Casino 

Job OpportuniƟes 

 Main Banker 

 Cage Cashier 

 Cage Supervisor 

 Food & Beverage Engineer 

 Food & Beverage AƩendant 

 Cook 

 Human Resources Benefits 
Coordinator  

 Maintenance Supervisor  

 Security Officer  

 Regional SoŌ Count Manag-
er 

 Compliance Officer 

Labor Day  September 7, 2015  Monday 

Native American Day  September 25, 2015  Friday 
Veteran’s Day  November 11, 2015  Wednes-

day 
Thanksgiving Day  November 26, 2015  Thursday 
One-Half Day Christ-
mas Eve 

December 24, 2015  Thursday 

Christmas Day  December 25, 2015  Friday 
New Year's Day  January 1, 2016  Friday 

Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 

2015 Holidays 



J u n e  2 0 1 5  

12 



J u n e  2 0 1 5  

13 

Eligibility:  

Native American 
Women, CDIB,  age 

21-64, low income, no 
private insurance, no 
Medicaid (no Sooner-
care or Sooner Plan), 
and no Medicare B. 

 

 

 Appointments can be 
made through the 
clinic registration.   
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The purpose of the Gaming Commission is regulatory, not managerial. The Commission will conduct oversight to ensure com-
pliance with Tribal, Federal, and if applicable, State Laws and regulations. The Tribal Gaming Commission protects the tribal 
assets, the public interest in the integrity of gaming activities and to prevent improper or unlawful conduct in the course of gam-
ing activity. The Tribal Gaming Commission Staff ensure that all regulations set forth by The Iowa Tribe, National Indian Gam-
ing Commission, State Compact, MICS, TICS, SOP’s and IGRA are adhered to. 

In October 2014, GC employee and Iowa Tribal Member, Velinda Gaunt, received an Oklahoma Tribal Gaming Regulator As-
sociation Jess Green Scholarship award to attend an OTGRA Conference. Our commission attends Bi-Monthly OTGRA meet-
ings that offer free training for regulators in Oklahoma. The Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma Gaming Commission Key License Investi-
gator, Traci Atkinson, is a board member of the OTGRA and has served as Secretary since October 2011. 

Our GC Team welcomes all Iowa tribal members and Iowa Tribe employees to visit our office next door to the Cimarron Casino 
anytime.  

It is our mission to protect the Iowa Tribe assets and as of date, the Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma has never been issued a Notice of 
Violation (NOV) by the National Indian Gaming Commission (NIGC) and we strive to keep it that way.  

Hello, from the Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma Gaming Commission! 

We would like to introduce ourselves in case there are some that haven’t met our team.  

Frank Murray- Gaming Commission Chairman 
Lisa Lincoln- Gaming Commission Vice-Chairwoman 
Deni Clark- Gaming Commission Secretary 

Tammy Nichols- Executive Director 
Velinda Gaunt-Vendor License Investigator  
Traci Atkinson- Key License Investigator 
Brian Cagle-Compliance Officer  
James Rash-Compliance Officer 
Lora Taylor- Internal Auditor 
Daniel Black- Surveillance Director 

The Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma Gaming Commission Staff 

Frank Murray   Lisa Lincoln   Deni Clark   Traci Atkinson Daniel Black   Brian Cagle  

Velinda Gaunt  

James Rash  

Lora Taylor  

Tammy Nichols  
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Jr. Girls Cloth 

1st Ann Marie Com-
etesevah 

2nd Aleiyah Gaddis 

Teen Girls Jingle 

1st Katherine Sage 

2nd Dietre Stand-
ingrock 

3rd Rose Goodeagle 

4th Sashay Stand-
ingrock 

Teen Buckskin 

1st Brittany Taylor 

2nd Whitney Sage 

3rd Addison Cloud 

4th Alexis Tanyan 

Teen Cloth 

1st Katie Howell 

2nd Angela Howell 

3rd Alexia Kent 

4th Alawna White 

Womens Fancy Shawl 

1st Shelly Bointy 

2nd Samantha Bointy 

3rd Tylynn Broncho 

4th Reagan Hill 

Womens Cloth 

1st Laura Sage 

2nd Ursula Hill 

3rd Buffy Simmons 

4th Meekai Clark 

Womens Buckskin 

1st Crystal LightFoot 

2nd Janet Bullcoming 

3rd Erin Yarholar 

4th Shannon Tapai 

Womens Golden Age 

1st Angela Satepauhoodle 

2nd Selina NoEar Todome 

3rd Sammye Adson 

4th Joneda Sage 

Womens Jingle 

Yvette Goodeagle 

Willow Abrahamson 

3rd GB Bender 

4th Britteny Yarholar 

Jr. Boys Combined 

1st Lesharo Wildcat 

2nd Joseph Goodfox 

3rd Landon Primeaux 

4th Jondon Rodriguez 

Teen Straight 

1st Eli Crowels 

2nd Jeffery Lightfoot 

3rd Corey Chasnah 

4th Corvin Soxie 

Teen Grass/
Traditional 

1st Kyle Sine 

Teen Fancy 

1st Tyler Thurman 

2nd Graycloud Lieb 

3rd Nakezaka Jaek 

4th Christian Rangel 

Golden Age Men 

1st Cricket Shields 

2nd Joe Bointy 

3rd Jr. Todome 

4th Terry Tsotigh 

Mens Traditional 

1st Johnson Taylor 

2nd Jason Bender 

3rd Ziggy Wil-
liams 

4th Terrance At-
kins 

Mens Grass 

1st Wolf Leitka 

2nd DJ Yarholar 

3rd Marty Thur-
man 

4th Marshal 
Williamson 

Mens Straight 

1st Jason Light-
foot 

Mens Fan-
cy 

Dwight 
White Buf-
falo 

Jr. Lone-
lodge 

30th Annual 

Iowa Tribal Powwow 

Powwow Photos will be posted to the tribal website. 

Reigning since 2014 Little Miss Iowa Nation - Cy-

rus Switch & Miss Iowa Nation - Dasia Miller. 

Welcoming our Jr. Miss Iowa Nation Seannah 

Miller.  
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BeƩe Marie Free‐McKosato 

2015 Honored Iowa Elder of the Year 

Bah‐Kho‐Je Pow Wow – June 19, 2015 ‐ Perkins, Oklahoma 

WriƩen by: Shelley M. McKosato‐Haupt  June 8, 2015 

 

BeƩe Marie Free-McKosato, “che-ye-me” born November 2, 1935 in Pawnee, Okla. at the Pawnee Indian Hospital is the “2015 Honored 

Elder!” 

BeƩe is the daughter of the late Melvin Free, Umaha and Hochunk of Macy, Nebraska and the late Madgalene Roubidoux-Free-Bigsoldier, 

Bah-Kho-Je of Perkins, Oklahoma. 

BeƩe was raised in Perkins by her mother Maggie and her AunƟes, Marie and Josephine Roubidoux and by her loving and caring grandfa-

ther, Robert Roubidoux.  BeƩe graduated from Perkins High School in 1952 and conƟnued her educaƟon in Lawrence, Kansas at Haskell 

InsƟtute.  BeƩe received her Secretarial Training degree in 1954. 

While aƩending Haskell InsƟtute, BeƩe met the late Hoke Mack McKosato, Sac and Fox and Delaware from Prague, Oklahoma.  Shortly 

aŌer graduaƟng from Haskell InsƟtute, Mack joined the U.S. Air Force and married BeƩe in July 1955.  BeƩe recalls picking out and wear-

ing her light blue dress, her new gloves and her brand new hat for this most sacred ceremony.  She also remembers how handsome her 

fiancé looked in his stunning United States Air Force uniform. 

Mack and BeƩe moved to California where he was staƟoned at Hamilton Air Force Base.  They then moved to McCord Air Force base in 

Washington State.  In 1956, Mack and BeƩe had their first child, Kenneth Robert McKosato. 

AŌer serving his Ɵme in the U.S. Air Force, Mack and BeƩe moved to Albuquerque, New Mexico, where BeƩe worked in the Personnel 

office at the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

Upon the passing of BeƩe’s beloved grandfather, Robert Roubidoux, they moved back to Perkins, Oklahoma to be with her family.  Mack 

and BeƩe had four more children.  Deanna Lynn McKosato, the late Mitch McKosato, Shelley McKosato-Haupt and Harlan Mack 

McKosato.  

In the 1970’s, BeƩe put her Secretarial Training degree to good use.  She became the Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma’s secretary to the Business 

CommiƩee.  She also served on the Business CommiƩee throughout the 1970’s. 

AŌer serving at the Iowa Tribe, BeƩe worked for over 10 years at Oklahoma State University.  She started at the Plant Design and Con-

strucƟon office and ended up as a secretary for Agriculture. 

BeƩe is the mother of five children, 9 grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren. 

BeƩe would like to Thank the Iowa Tribe Pow Wow CommiƩee for selecƟng her as the 2015 Honored Elder.  She is honored and humbled 

to be recognized by her tribe and to be honored at the 2015 Bah-Kho-Je Pow Wow!!  God bless each and every one of you! LuLuLuLuLuLu-

Lu  Aho!!! 

 

(As she throws a handful of cedar into the fire!!) 

Bah‐Kho‐Je Language Prayer: 

Wakanda, Ichinchinye woxanje legla togle jestangki waligloxi.  Maya jewa wanshige weweleglagi.  Waligloxi ichinchinye hinwanyi ale sun, 

lile tolisun walastana nahwolida waligloxi, Wakanda.  

Ale gasun laye liglajena seha dahe upale mina toligi mine glaos ge ale waligloxi ke. 

God, I thank you and your Beloved Son for what you give us.  You were on this earth, a person like us.  Thank you for the children that we 

have.  God, I want you to look aŌer them in the future, and to pity them.  I call upon your name that we might stay well.  In the future do 

this for me, and pity them. 
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Crystal Springer Honored as Sexual Assault Advocate 

of the Year 

In April, in honor of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, the 

Lincoln‐PoƩawatomie Coordinated Community Response 

Team held an awards ceremony to recognize those individu‐

als doing outstanding work in support of vicƟms of sexual vi‐

olence.  Crystal Springer, the Program Coordinator for the 

Tribal Sexual Assault Services Program was honored as the 

Sexual Assault Advocate of the year.  Crystal (above leŌ) is 

shown with Tamara Hudgins, Program Coordinator with the 

TransiƟonal Housing Assistance Program who served as Mas‐

ter of Ceremonies at the award presentaƟons.  The VicƟm 

Services Unit is very proud of our staff and the important 

work they do in service of vicƟms of crime. 

In  recogniƟon of Elder Abuse Awareness Month 

the VicƟm Services Unit hosted a Seed Exchange 

and Tea Party in the WhiteCloud building.  Elders 

were  invited to collect various flower and vege-

table  seeds  along  with  informaƟon  on  the 

planƟng and care of the plants.  DecoraƟve bags 

were provided to collect the seeds.   AddiƟonal-

ly,  the  bags  contained  informaƟon  on  the  ser-

vices and supports available through the VicƟm 

Services Unit  for Elders  in  the  community who 

may be experiencing abuse, neglect or exploita-

Ɵon.  The event was very well aƩended and en-

joyed  by  all who  parƟcipated.    A  special  shout 

out  to  Emmy  Blevins  who  prepared  the  seeds 

and bags and all the publicity for the event.  We 

would also  like to extend our hearƞelt thanks to 

Deanna McKosato who furnished various special-

ity teas and cookies for our Elders enjoyment. 

VicƟm Services Unit Honors Elders 
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Katelyn Myers, who was also featured in last 
newsleƩers issue, was 1 out of 5 NaƟve American 
Girl Scouts in Oklahoma selected to camp on the 
White House Lawn and meet the Obamas. 
 
Five Scouts from Girl Scouts of Eastern Oklahoma 
joined Scouts from Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia 
and the District of Columbia on the south lawn of 
the presidenƟal mansion, spending the day parƟci-
paƟng in acƟviƟes such as orienteering, knot tying 
and rock climbing. 
They also got to meet the Obamas’ dogs, tour the 
White House and eat in the State Dining Room.  
The campout is an offshoot of Michelle 
Obama’s, “Let’s Move” program and is de-
signed to provoke the youth to stay acƟve and 
exercise even more outdoors. 

Five Green Country Girl Scouts experienced a once-in-a-lifeƟme camping trip on 
the south lawn of the White House. Only 50 fourth grade girls from around the 
country were invited to the first lady's camp out.  Four of the five girls, Charo-
leƩe Sims, Alisyn Parfait, Aris O'Dell and Katelyn Myers talked about the trip on 
6 In The Morning.  

WASHINGTON —  

 

- See more at: hƩp://www.fox23.com/ap/ap/top-news/first-lady-hosts-girl-scout-
campout-on-white-house/nmpR4/#sthash.ampCY1Pr.dpuf  

Some lucky Girl Scouts were set for the ultimate camping experience Tuesday: an 
overnight in tents pitched on the White House South Lawn. Until late-night rain and 
thunder washed out the campout. 
It was the first time that one of the country's most well-known expanses of manicured 
grass was turned into a campground, an excited Michelle Obama said as she greet-
ed the 50 Girl Scouts who snagged coveted invitations to the outdoor 

Emmy Blevins, Case Aide in the Victim Services Unit, 
recently graduated from the Oklahoma Victim Assistance 
Academy at the University of Central Oklahoma.  The 
OVAA is an intensive week-long course of study designed 
to improve the quality and consistency of victim services 
in Oklahoma. It is open to victim advocates, service pro-
viders, law enforcement professionals and social service 
providers who work with victims of crime.  The academy 
increases providers’ capacity to serve those victimized 
by crime, encourages cutting-edge thinking about ways to 
help victims regain control of their lives, and enhances 
the multidisciplinary training currently provided.  The 
OVAA is modeled after the National Victim Assistance 
Academy offered through the Office for Victims of 
Crime.  Emmy applied for and was awarded a scholarship 
to attend the academy.   
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Ingredients 
(Serving size of 6) 

 
6 slices bacon, cut into pieces 

1⁄8 teaspoon black pepper 
1⁄2 teaspoon salt 

2 (16 ounce) cans hominy, drained 
2 scallions, diced, including tops 

 
Directions 

 
1. Fry bacon in a heavy skillet until brown and crisp. 

2. Stir in hominy and salt, stirring, for 5 minutes. 

3. Add pepper and scallions, stirring for 5 more minutes. 

Fried Hominy 
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Like us on Facebook @ 

Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma, Io-
wa Tribe Wellness Center, 

Grey Snow Eagle House. Cimarron 
Casino, & Ioway Casino 

Subscribe to us on 
YouTube @ Iowa Tribe 

The deadline for sub-

missions to the Iowa 

Tribal Newsletter will 

now be the 20th of 

each month. 

shmiller@iowanation.org 

Please check the Calendar of 

Events located on our Tribal 

website to stay updated on up-

coming events. 
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 Bahkhoje.com                       1‐888‐336‐IOWA or (405) 547‐2402 

Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 

335588 E 750 Rd. 

Perkins, OK 

74059‐3268 

Phone: 1‐888‐336‐IOWA 


